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THEY ARE BOUND 


Books newly added to stock are quickly noticed 
on the shelves of a library by the colourful appear- 
ance of their dust-jackets. We have long felt that if 
a method of binding could be evolved which made 
the dust-jackets a permanent feature of the books, 
it would add greatly to the appearance of library 
shelves, and prove popular with readers of all ages. 


It is with pleasure, therefore, and a certain sense 
of achievement, that after a prolonged period of 
experimentation with new methods and materials, 
we are now able to offer librarians a wide selection 
of books in our new PLASTICOVER BINDINGS. 


Books bound in this new style incorporate many 
of the constructional features of our Library Bind- 
ings, whilst the cases are so constructed that the 
dust-jackets are made a permanent feature by being 
bound under a strong, transparent, and completely 
hygienic plastic covering which is an integral part 
of the books. They have other features which space 
does not allow us to enumerate, but on receipt of 
your instructions we shall be most happy to send 
full details, a specimen volume, and lists of titles 
available. 


TO NOTICE 





G. Blunt & Sons. Ltd. Bookbinders & Booksellers 
North Acton Road, Harlesden, London, N.W.10. 
Showroom: 100 Great Russell Street, London, W.C.1. 
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FUTURE NATIONAL LIBRARY 
ADMINISTRATION AS A 
SEPARATE DEPARTMENT 


THE statement printed below was prepared to answer specific questions 
asked by the Committee of the Public Service Commission, which is 
considering the question of a National Library, and has been submitted 
to that Committee as a statement of NZLA policy. 

The New Zealand Library Association is aware of the trend towards 
the grouping of departments formerly separate under the one per- 
manent head, and agrees that where there is a similarity of function 
the administrative advantages would probably outweigh disadvantages. 
Separate administration of the National Library is, however, favoured 
very strongly for the following reasons: 

1. Experience has shown that unless the powers of the controlling 
department and of the institution subordinated to it are set out very 
clearly in the appropriate Act there can be a degree of interference 
to the definite disadvantage of the subordinate institution. So far as 
the three state libraries are at present concerned, it is sufficient to 
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state that the degree of control exercised by the department varies 
considerably, and in the past nas, on occasions, been exercised to the 
detriment of the institution, and in opposition to the professional 
judgement of the Chief Librarian concerned. 

2. Independent administration reauces the number of bodies with 
which the Chief Librarian has to deal by one. It is vital for the 
institution and its services to have direct access to the Minister and 
the Advisory Council. Even if the decisions which may be made at 
that level are not favourable ones it is better to discuss them direct 
rather than to learn of them through the agency of another body. 
Most of the matters with which any department should concern itself 
should in any case be routine matters of administration such as 
accounting, staff records, etc. 

3. If the Advisory Council is to carry out its responsibilities, its 
decisions should not be rendered ineffective by the opposition or 
indifference of a controlling department. 

4. The Association’s recommendation is that the Advisory Council 
should report to the Minister. It is recommended that this be done 
through the National Librarian, but it is in any case undesirable 
that a department be an intermediary. 

5. The bulk of the accounting work of the National Library would 
relate to the purchase of books and periodicals, and would, therefore, 
on existing precedents, be done in any case almost wholly within the 
National Library. The general supervision of this, plus the general 
responsibility for the domestic side of administration, would be 
sufficiently large to call for the appointment of an administrative 
officer of sufficient standing to act independently. It is not seen what 
significant administrative saving would be effected by inclusion in 
another department. 

6. Paradoxically, it is the fact that a National Library would always 
be small by comparison with most other departments, although the 
largest library unit in the country, which demands a favourable 
legislative basis for its existence. As a sub-department it can be 
forgotten or ignored. 

7. The National Library, from the nature of its services, and as 
the key institution in the country’s library system, will be in con- 
tinuous touch with all New Zealand libraries, and with a great many 
similar institutions overseas. Not merely from a consideration of 
the professional status of the National Librarian himself, but for the 
satisfaction of those libraries having dealings with the National 
Library, it would be better to know that the Library was not sub- 
ordinated to any other administrative unit. 

For the above reasons the Association considers that the failure 
to give the National Library the status of an independent department 
would be a serious restriction on its efficient operation. However, if, 
despite the above submissions preference for one department or 
another has to be expressed, it considers that the Education Depatt- 
ment is the one with which the National Library should be associated. 
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Considerable progress has been made in the services initiated by the 
Country Library Service, and later by the National Library Service 
as a section of the Department; there is an affinity between the 
scholarly and educational needs which a National Library would meet, 
and both the general functions of the Department and some of its 
special responsibilities. 

ApvIsORY COUNCIL 


The composition of the Advisory Council has been discussed, and 
it is suggested that it could be representative of the following: The 
Speaker of the House of Representatives, Members of the House of 
Representatives, the University of New Zealand, the Department of 
Internal Affairs, the Department of Education, the New Zealand 
Library Association, the Municipal Association, and the Royal Society 
of New Zealand. The National Librarian should be on the Council. 
Such a body would represent not only the departments and persons 
at present concerned with the administration of the state libraries, 
but some of the more important groups being served by the Library. 

The purposes of the Council may be summarized as follows: 

1. The council would represent, amongst others, significant research 
and scholarly interests. 

2. The Association’s nominees on the Council could there discuss 
matters with representatives of interests served by the library in a 
way which is not possible within the Association. 

3. The Advisory Council through its Chairman or other members 
could be a most valuable medium of maintaining or promoting 
important public relations and of helping to arouse interest in certain 
projects. 

4. More rarely, but certainly under conceivable circumstances, the 
Advisory Council could differ publicly from some decision of the 
Minister or the Government which it considered prejudicial to the 
interests of the National Library, but upon which, obviously, the 
National Librarian could make no comment. 


THE INCLUSION OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY LIBRARY IN A NATIONAL 
LIBRARY 


The NZLA understands fully the possible difficulty of getting 
Parliament to agree to a change in the control of the General 
Assembly Library. It realizes that a climate of opinion favourable to 
a National Library has to be created; that members individually would 
have to be convinced not merely that the services they now receive 
would be maintained, but that they would be improved. 

The precise steps in such a task of disseminating information and 
of negotiations cannot be laid down in detail at this stage. Corporately 
the Association’s own statements should emphasize clearly the 
advantages of such a change. At a later stage depending upon the 
nature of the Working Party’s recommendation generally, and on this 
question, it would be advisable to discuss the problem with the Library 
Committee of the House. 
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Two points should be made: firstly that a Committee of the House 
would continue to guide the affairs of the Legislative Reference 
Library. The precise relationship between the authority of the Com- 
mittee and that of the National Librarian would need to be clearly 
defined, but the Committee would have direct control of the Legis. 
lative Reference Library as well as representation on the Advisory 
Council. Secondly, the Legislative Reference Library, regardless of the 
site of the main library, should be physically accessible to members 
within the Parliamentary block. Again, members would have specific 
privileges within the National Library itself. 

The Association’s representatives were asked whether, in the event 
of a National Library building not being possible in the immediate 
future, the Association favoured setting up a National Library 
administratively. An affirmative reply was given to this, but fairly 
obviously the way in which this would be done would need to take 
into consideration parliamentary privileges, apart from other existing 
services. 

If, despite statements and the recommended negotiation and dis- 
cussion between the parties concerned, it is not possible to reach 
agreement on this point the Association considers that the initial steps 
should be taken towards the formation of a National Library on the 
assumption that the General Assembly Library would not be included. 


OVERSEAS PRECEDENTS 


There is no national library situation overseas which is strictly 
comparable with that in New Zealand. While all the tasks proposed 
for the New Zealand National Library are being carried out by 
national or state library systems in other parts of the world, there is 
not even an approximate replica of our situation and problems. 
Precedents, if such are to be sought, lie rather in individual examples 
of policy application from which some lesson may be learned. In 
most western national libraries the size and number of library units, 
the pattern of government and historical development, have deter- 
mined a different path and range of function for each institution. In 
the U.S.A., for example, many of the functions are filled by the 
Library of Congress, and others by the individual state libraries. In 
the United Kingdom the responsibilities are divided between the 
British Museum and other national, regional and university libraries, 
the National Central Library and the regional centres. 

Even in the case of Canada and Australia where there is a certain 
superficial similarity in the recent formation of national libraries, the 
federal system in both cases emphasizes rather the differences from 
the New Zealand problem. In both countries public library services 
are assisted by the state governments, not the federal government. 
Again, in the case of Australia, the development of a federal capital 
in a remote area has enabled the National Library, in its acquisition 
programme, to disregard the existence of other collections in a way 
which would be neither practicable nor wise in New Zealand. 
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Specific instances of overseas practices and plans which may be 
noted as providing at least interesting comparisons are as follows: 

(a) Reference and lending services. The provision of reference 
services is an unquestioned national library responsibility which is 
met on a Varying pattern by practically all overseas national libraries. 
Where such libraries are also the libraries of the legislature, special 
arrangements are made to meet its needs. In Washington, the Library 
of Congress provides a Legislative Reference Service, reading rooms 
for Congressmen, and a substantial section of the Law Library in 
the Capitol. The United Kingdom pattern differs in that both the 
House of Lords and the House of Commons have their own libraries, 
whose requirements have been strikingly modest by comparison with 
some legislative libraries in other countries; there also, at the scholarly 
level, co-operation in acquisition and in services between national and 
certain other libraries is being sought by the Standing Conference 
of National and University Librarians. 

Lending services. Examples of national lending systems are best 
sought among the American States. The American state library pattern 
shows five main library functions, general library service (i.e. direct 
library service to the public or state officials), extension services 
(ie. advice and help in the development and improvement of local 
library services, including mobile libraries and inter-library loans), 
historical and archival, legislative reference and law library services. 
Forty-three states provide these, the services being centralized in seven. 

An example may be found in the California State Library, which 
is a division of the Department of Education, supported directly by 
government funds, and containing about 450,000 volumes, excluding 
government documents. Individual loans are made through local 
libraries. The state library acts also as a clearing house for information 
and exercises general supervision over county libraries. 

So far as the United Kingdom is concerned there is no comparable 
situation. England and Scotland have a regional system in terms of 
which the National Central Library now receives government assist- 
ance. The development of a state-aided public library system is, 
however, still merely a matter for debate—as, for example, in the 
May 1955 Conference of a section of the Library Association on 
the subject, published as Requirements for a national library service. 

(b) Bibliographical services. The association of these with a 
national library is of long standing. The U.S. National Union Cata- 
log, now including over 12,000,000 entries, has been maintained 
by the Library of Congress since 1901. A union catalogue was 
regarded as one of the priorities in the plans for a National Library 
of Canada, and in the three years of its operation the New Zealand 
card total has been passed. In the United Kingdom, union catalogues 
are maintained in the seven regional systems and in the National 
Central Library in London. Recent reports on this system have re- 
affirmed the necessity of strengthening this aspect of library co- 
operation. The Library of Congress, again from 1953, has assumed 
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responsibility for the maintenance of the Union List of Serials. 

The bibliographical description and conservation of the national 
literature is a primary function of the National Library, and during 
the last ten years there have been many instances of national libraries 
participating more actively in the publication of bibliographies, for 
example, the part of the British Museum in the publication of the 
British National Bibliography. 

(c) Audio-visual services. The Library of Congress and the various 
U.S. state library systems increasingly are providing these services. 
The collections of music, books for the blind, and recordings in the 
Library of Congress, together with its extensive use of micro-film 
and photoduplication services are long-standing examples which other 
national systems are following. 


(d) Library assistance. Library assistance to various government 
libraries and public library systems is a feature of the various state 
library commissions in the U.S.A. This help ranges from the actual 
operation of regional demonstration programmes to the provision 
of books on request, or by bulk loans. Certain spectacular achieve- 
ments in library co-operation, particularly in the U.S., which have 
been commenced with the assistance of Foundation funds, if they 
were to be provided at all in New Zealand, would need to be financed 
by the state. In this category is the extensive storage scheme of the 
Mid-west Inter-Library Center, whereby a number of libraries have 
jointly provided accommodation for little-used material, thereby at 
once relieving their own accommodation problems and enabling a 
greater economy in acquisition to be made. Any such New Zealand 
development at the national level, which has been discussed in several 
contexts by the NZLA, would need to have the active participation 
and support of the National Library. 

The above illustrations are merely a few parallels noted recently. 
The range of example could obviously be extended very much further. 
What has been given, however, will show, it is hoped, that if no 
general situation comparable with New Zealand exists, the specific 
elements of a National Library which it is hoped to include in our 
Own are present in numerous national libraries and national library 
systems overseas. 
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/ATiOUs 
Vices, 
in the 
ro-film | When / build a library (which isn’t very probable) 

» other With tempting cultural vistas and edifying nooks, 

And find I’m filling up the space and running short of capital, 
‘nment | !'ll solve the problem easily by leaving out the books. 


JUDITH CHILD 


is State 

actual | The building will be spacious, with a portico and basement 
Ovision | Where the lower sort of readers can be stored in rental stacks, 
chieve- | But in the airy portico-cum-vestibule or foyer 

; sn Select non-fiction clientele will be displayed on racks. 

if they 

nanced 


of the | Apart from the portico the building will be functional; 
s have With neither walls nor ceilings to exclude the air and light. 


‘eby at To ensure an even heat, and subdued illumination, 

oling 3 We'll close it in the summer months, and open it at night. 
realand 

several 


This method of construction will be cheap and very flexible, 


(pation | Allowing us to expand to an indefinite extent, 
As, instead of buying a property (and prices are prohibitive), 
ecently. 1 We'll lease the land for grazing at a very modest rent. 
further. 
t if no 
specific ] The institution will present a scene of great activity— 
in our Its audio-visual programme is a source of special pride— 


library | For the casual passer-by can hear the tinkling of teacups 
And have an unobstructed view of what goes on inside. 


[he readers will be catalogued both fully and selectively, 
With staff in special cabinets reserved for juveniles, 

And members of the library may borrow from the catalogue 
Or spend a pleasant evening just browsing through the files. 


The uninitiated may experience bewilderment 

In choosing from a card-stock of ten thousand lineal feet, 

But the subject-heading Millipedes will soon restore their confidence 
With comforting suggestions of a busy city street. 
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A judicious use of colour, and assorted shapes and sizes 

Will direct the timid users to the items they require— 

Round pink cards for corporate bodies, with Refer from Stuff and 
Nonsense, 

And lots of added entries for an earthquake or a fire 


There'll be space for processing, to laminate the invoices, 
And special shelves provided for the card-selection tools, 

And an Awful-Warning Visiblex that’s labelled B-grade rental 
To hold the cards not written quite according to the Rules. 


We'll microfilm the issue cards and photostat the microfilm, 
And interloan the microfilm and file the photograph 

And copycat the catalogue, and catalogue the copycat, 

And when demand is heavy we can microfilm the staff. 


By friendly understanding with co-operating libraries, 

We hope to publish supplements of various useful sorts, 

To the index to the set of drawers which indexes the catalogue 
And interfiles with finding lists of annual reports. 


innumerable adaptations readily suggest themselves 

And other innovators will improve upon the scheme, 
But I have written quite enough to indicate the scope of it 
And sketch the variations on the no-book library theme. 


(Reprinted with grateful acknowledgements from Colophon, journal of the 
Library School, volume 2, no. 1, November 1954.) 


NEW DEAL IN WELLINGTON 


THE Wellington City Council, at its October meeting, adopted a revised 
salary scale for the Libraries Department. The new scale gives equality 
to men and women in nearly all positions filled by persons holding 
library qualifications. 

The rates are fully in line with current standards. 
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THE PROPOSED NATIONAL 
LIBRARY 


A DISSENTING VIEW 


HAROLD MILLER 


ALL librarians agree that the various “national” collections of books 
should be better housed than they are at present, and that the need 
is urgent, and that it would best be met by an amalgamation of 
several collections. But there is not complete agreement about the 
function of the library that would be thus created. It is an important 
matter, and I very willingly respond to the editor’s request to put 
down my views. 

| may as well say at once that my idea of a national library is of 
a centre of research and learning rather than of a lending library on 
the pattern of the present National Library Service, attending mainly to 
the needs of the general reader. And I do not think that it is a good 
idea to try to combine these two kinds of service in a National 
Library, as is now being proposed by the NZLA in its submissions to 
the Government. 

I wish to say a word (a) about the present national set-up, and 
(b) about the NZLA proposal, and then (c) to give my own view 
of what is needed. 


THE PRESENT NATIONAL SET-UP 


At present we have in New Zealand: (1) the large and important 
library of Parliament (about 200,000 volumes); (2) a number of 
local libraries, university and municipal (some of them holding 
100,000 volumes or more); (3) special libraries such as the Turnbull 
Library (about 90,000), and the libraries of government departments 
and the Royal Society; and (4) the National Library Service (which 
has a vast collection of books that includes, however, only 105,000 
non-fiction titles). 

There is a good deal of co-operation between these libraries, 
especially in the lending of books and periodicals; and, whatever 
happens to the present proposals for a National Library, this will, 
of course, continue. 


THe NZLA Proposac 

The present proposal is to amalgamate the collections of the Library 
of Parliament and the Turnbull Library and the National Library 
Service; and apart from a small legislative reference collection for 
the use of members of parliament and the Turnbull collection and a 
“direct reference service primarily at the scholarly or research level,” 
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to put all these collections into a pool of material to be available 
for lending to libraries all over the country. 

This new library is to continue the co-ordinating activities of the 
National Library Service, and to build up a vast collection of books 
in all fields and at all levels, and to make them available wherever 
they are asked for. 

There are serious objections to any such scheme; and I want 
to mention one or two. 


(a) The main objection, as I see things, is the difficulty of formu- 
lating a book-buying policy for such a library. Book-buying is 4 
difficult job; and, indeed, there are few fields known to man in which 
it is easier to waste money. The fact is that most of the books that 
are published are not worth buying; and the ideas (that one used to 
hear a lot of at one time in NZLA circles) that a National Library 
should see to it that all the books in the English language were 
available in New Zealand, is simply silly. More recently it has been 
reduced to all “worthwhile” books in the English language; but how 
library assistants are to decide what is worthwhile has not yet been 
disclosed. 

My own view is that, whatever may be the case with regard to 
novels and children’s books and the recreational needs of the general 
reader, in the field of learning and research book-buying is a matter 
for experts. | have no confidence in the ability of a small group of 
assistants in a central lending library, buying books of all kinds, for 
readers of all ages, to do the job. 

We do, of course, greatly need a rational book-buying policy for 
the whole country; but the best way to set about providing it, in so 
far as the needs of learning and research are concerned, would be 
first to evolve a scheme of specialization between libraries, and then 
to give each of them enough money to carry out its own part of the 
scheme. The worst way to do it would be to give the learned libraries 
as little money as possible, and to leave it to the general reader's 
library, buying blindfold, to “fill up the gaps.” 


(b) It is natural to go on from this to consider the place of the 
several activities of the National Library Service in the proposed 
scheme; and I wish to say plainly that several of the main branches 
of that work seem to me to be out of place in at National Library. 

The National Library Service does a good job, working under great 
disadvantages, in co-ordinating inter-library loans, and in collecting 
bibliographical information; and these, and no doubt some of its 
other activities, would well be included in a National Library. But 
the main activity of the National Library Service has been to provide 
recreational reading matter for small towns and rural districts, and 
children’s books for schools; and with these the case is different. 

The general balance of National Library Service activities becomes 
clear as soon as we look at its book-buying policy as disclosed by its 
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book collections. We find that, early in this year, out of a total 
stock of 1,275,000 volumes, no fewer than 875,000 were children’s 
books, and 700,000 were fiction.* Now the providing of fiction for 
adults and books in general for children may be a very good thing; 
but it is hardly the sort of thing that should be the concern of a great 
National Library. And even if it were, the collection would hardly 
need to be housed in a large building on very expensive ground at the 
centre of the capital city. ~ 

(c) And this raises a matter that may be shortly dealt with. A 
National Library is usually, as in London and Washington, a sort 
of symbol of national greatness, a home for the cultural resources 
of the nation. It is not the place for masses of worn and shabby 
copies of popular novels. Novels and books for children are good 
in their place, but this is not it. 

(d) My last point about the book collection of the proposed 
National Library is that, in so far as it consists of learned works and 
material for research, it should not be dispersed all over the land. 
If books are lent at all, such loans should be exceptional; they should 
be made, as in the case of the Library of Congress, not to “the mere 
general reader or ordinary student,” but only to “persons engaged in 
research.” (See Annual Report of the Librarian of Congress, 1946. 
p. 197.) 


AN ALTERNATIVE PROPOSAL 


My own idea of a National Library is that it should be a great 
institution like the British Museum or the Library of Congress at 
Washington—a home for the best that we have. 

(a) It should continue to be a library for members of Parliament. 
In building up its stock it should continue to buy largely in the fields 
of history and politics and economics and social science; and it should 
build up a collection of the official publications of governments. It 
should house the great collection of New Zealand newspapers that is 
at present housed in the General Assembly Library. In these ways it 
should supplement the small working collection that would remain in 
Parliament itself; and, in order to do this well, it should be housed 
as Close as possible to the House. 

(b) For the rest, it should be in all respects a learned library, with 
a stock drawn, to start with, from the present library of Parliament, 
and the Turnbull Library and the National Library Service. 

(c) Its book-collection should be extended according to a definite 
plan so as to include inter alia a collection of the publications of 
learned societies, especially nationally organized societies, a strong 
collection of works from the literatures of such countries as are not 
provided for in the other learned libraries of the country; it should 
pay particular attention to Far Eastern countries and the island peoples 
of the Pacific; and, in general, its book-buying policy should be 





*These figures overlap to a certain extent. 
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worked out in close co-operation with the University and special 
libraries. 

(d) Its stock should be lent only in exceptional cases, for the use 
of research workers, and not for the use of ordinary students and 
general readers. 

(e) It should include the Union Catalogue and the Union List of 
Serials, and be a clearing-house for inter-library loans. 

(f) The National Library Service should continue as an independ- 
ent Organization to provide for the library needs of smaller centres of 
population and of schools. 

(g) Whether the Library School should be attached to the National 
Library, or left with the National Library Service, or transferred to 
a University College, is a matter that would require careful con- 
sideration. 

In my opinion a National Library organized on the lines that | 
have proposed would meet the needs of members of Parliament, and 
of scholars and researchers very much better than the scheme 
proposed by the NZLA. It would require less space, in an area where 
space is hard to provide. And finally it would stand for something; 
in the minds of the people of New Zealand it would be associated 
not with recreational reading, but with the higher interests of the 
community: They would feel for it, not the near and familiar interest 
that they feel for the circulating library that provides them with 
week-end diversion, but the respect that men feel for a place that 
fosters those inquiries upon which the higher interests of the people 
depend. 


ASSOCIATESHIPS 


THE following people were granted Associateships by Council on 2nd 
September 1955: 

Dorothy Margaret Elizabeth Allen; George Bruce Bertram; Mavis 
Maitland (Peat) Bodle; Margaret Hilda Broadhead; Hugh Stephen 
Nicolas Hay Burton; John Reece Cole; Helen Beatrice Cowey; Robert 
Duthie; Lucie Johanna Heine; Corselleus Hiram Hulls; Anne Katharine 
Brooke Langley; Edward Harry Leatham; Hugh James Lorimer; 
Walter John McEldowney; David Charles Mcintosh; Allan Evan 
Mercer; Joseph Bonaventure Cerretti O'Neill; Ronald Norris O'Reilly; 
Joan Whiteley Rawson; Joyce lolanthe Reynolds; Freda Wells; James 
Oakley Wilson; Jean Struthers Wright. 

A few other Associateships were granted at the same time, but 
the names cannot be published yet, since registration depends on the 
production of the registration fee. 
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STANDARDS OF SALARY 
FOR PUBLIC LIBRARIES 


THE salary scale set out below was adopted by Council on 2nd 
September 1955 as a scale which the NZLA recommends public library 
authorities to pay. It is, in the main, a re-issue of the scale published 
in June 1953, with general wage increases added. The Salaries Com- 
mittee has given consideration to a more fundamental revision of 
the standards in connection with the institution of the ANZLA, but 
has recommended that this be held over for the time being. 


It is emphasized that the scale is a recommended one; the NZLA 
has no power to impose any scale on its members. 


CHIEF LIBRARIAN 


Population | Qualifications 
above 100,000 with Dip. NZLS, or appointed 
system of branches before 1/1/1942 


above 100,000 with- 
out system of 


| 


branches | - 
50,000 to 100,000 ” 
35,000 to 50,000 a 
25,000 to 35,000 | ” 
20,000 to 25,000 9 
10,000 to 20,000 ’ 


5,000 to 10,000 | Cert. NZLS or appointed 
before 1/1/1942 

below 5,000 NZLA Cert. or appointed 

before 1/1/42 with experi- 

ence in small public library. 





Salary 


1500-1550-1600-1650 


1270-1330-1390-1440 
1220-1270-1330-1390 
1045-1110-1170-1220 
885 - 915 - 950 - 980 
820 - 850 - 885 - 915 
785 - 820!- 850 - 885 


665 - 7052- 745 - 785 


535 - 575 - 615 - 665 


!' maximum with Cert. NZLS. 2 maximum with NZLA Cert. 


Special Scale for Unqualified Librarians in charge of small libraries. 


5,000 to 7,000 
2,500 to 5,000 
below 2,500 


* maximum without Short Course NZLS. 
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535* - 575 
495* - 535 
440* - 495 








DEPUTY LIBRARIAN 


above 100,000 with 
system of branches 'Dip.NZLS 1045-1110-1170-1220 
above 100,000 with- | 

out system of 


branches | eo 950 - 980 -1045-1110 
50,000 to 100,000 | m 885 - 915 - 950 - 98) 
35,000 to 50,000 | zs 820 - 850 - 885 - 915 
25,000 to 35,000 (Cert. NZLS 665 - 705 - 745 - 785 


HEADS OF REFERENCE OR LENDING SERVICES 


above 50,000 Dip. NZLS 850 - 885 - 915 
35,000 to 50,000 Cert. NZLS 705 - 745 - 785 
25,000 to 35,000 |NZLA Cert. 615 - 665*-705 


* maximum with NZLA Cert. 


Note.—According to division of duties Head of Lending Services may 
be considered one step below Head of Reference. 


CHILDREN’S LIBRARIANS AND CHIEF CATALOGUERS 


above 50,006 Cert. NZLS | 705 - 745 - 785 - 820 
35,000 to 50,000 NZLA Cert. | 575-615 - 665*-705 
25,000 to 35,000 | $35 -575 - 615 - 665 


* maximum with NZLA Cert. 


SUBJECT SPECIALISTS, SENIOR ASSISTANTS, 2i/c of DEPARTMENTS’. 


above 100,000 Cert. NZLS | 705 - 745 - 785 
below 100,000 INZLA Cert. 575 - 615 - 665*-705 
* maximum with NZLA Cert. 
+ Subject specialists, in libraries so organized, should be expected to 
hold highest qualifications: Dip.NZLS above 100,000: same or 
NZLA Cert. plus degree below 100,000. 


BRANCH AND Mobile LIBRARIANS 


Branches with up to | 

one assistant, mo- 

bile librarians INZLA Cert. | 575 - 615 - 665%-105 
Branches with two 

or more assistants, 

mobile librarians/ | 

drivers | om 615 - 665 - 705*-745 


* maximum with NZLA Cert. 








'0-1220 


15-1110 
10 - 980) 
5 - 915 
IS - 785 
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65 *-705 
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165 *-705 


105 *-745 





LIBRARY ASSISTANTS * 


Year Salary Minimum | Maximum 
Ist 255 
2nd 295 School Certificate 
3rd 340 {University Entrance 
4th 390 ~=Higher School Cert. or 3 
| units degree 
Sth 440 6 units degree 
6th 495 NZLA Cert. 
7th 335 | 
8th 575. _—sC#B.A. or B.Sc. Maximum without 
degree or library 
qualifications 
th 615 Cert. or Dip. NZLS; M.A. 
or M.Sc. 
10th 665 Cert. or Dip NZLS, plus Maximum without 
| M.A. or M.Sc. Cert. or Dip. NZLS 
11th 705 ‘Maximum with degree 
plus Cert. or Dip. 
‘NZLS 


Note.—Unqualified clerical staff may also be paid according to Local 
Government Officers’ Award. 


*This is a model scale based on what the Government is paying. 
Local authorities may adapt it to a scale with the same maximum 
as for unclassified male clerks, but with prescriptions for minimum 
and maximum salaries for qualifications as above. 


QUALIFICATION EQUIVALENTS 


F.L.A. equals Cert. NZLS. 
A.L.A. equals NZLA Cert. 
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STANDING EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE 


NOTES ON MEETING OF 19th OCTOBER 1955 


Present: G. T. Alley (in the chair), A. G. Bagnall, E. H. Leatham, 
W. J. McEldowney, E. H. Wright, and the Secretary. 


Mr. D. M. Wylie: It was resolved that a letter be sent to Mr. D. 
M. Wylie expressing a wish that he will recover quickly from the 
result of his accident. 


Grant from Department of Internal Affairs: The Secretary reported 
that the Association’s representatives had not been able to arrange a 
meeting with representatives of the Department of Internal Affairs, 
but that she had been informed that a grant of £450 had been 
approved for payment. 


Charters for Associates and Fellows: The Secretary tabled proofs, 
printed by the Caxton Press, of the charters for Associates and 
Fellows. They were approved, subject to scrutiny by the Secretary 
and Hon. Secretary. 


International Library Card: Document 1955/56 setting out a letter 
from Unesco with regard to the possibility of issuing an international 
library card, designed to avoid as many formalities as possible, and 
to allow its holders to consult without difficulty materials in university 
and research libraries in participating countries, was received. It was 
resolved that a letter be sent to the N.Z. National Commission for 
Unesco approving of the scheme in principle, and stating that the 
Association would recommend its member institutions to give all 
possible facilities to the holders of such cards, provided they were 
reasonably safeguarded on the lines envisaged in the proposals. It 
was agreed that copies of the correspondence be sent to the Book 
Resources Committee. 


International Board on Books for Young People: A letter was 
received from the Secretary, N.Z. National Commission for Unesco, 
inviting the Association to comment on a proposal that a National 
Section of the International Board on Books for Young People be 
set up in New Zealand. It was resolved that the matter be referred 
to the Children’s and Young People’s Section. 


Indecent Publications Amendment Act: The Secretary read a letter 
dated 17th October written to the Secretary for Justice by the 
President NZLA, repeating the request that the Association be kept 
informed of the titles of any books considered by the Department to 
be indecent. The action taken was noted. 
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The Secretary then read two letters from the Eltham Borough 
Council reporting visits to its library by the local police, and urging 
the Association to take the matter up with the responsible authority 
with a view to an alteration in the present method of administration 
of the Indecent Publications Amendment Act. It was agreed that 
no further action could be taken in approaching the Justice Depart- 
ment until the President had received a reply to his last letter. 


The Secretary was asked to write to the Eltham Borough Council 
giving further information about the action taken by the Association, 
and referring to the statement on Indecent Publications by the 
Minister of Justice and material which would help the Council in 
forming its book selection policy. 


Customs Duty and Sales Tax: The Secretary read a letter dated 
12th October from the Hon. Secretary of the Local Authorities Section 
setting out a copy of a letter dated 6th October, from the Minister 
of Customs to Mr. E. P. Aderman, M.P., in which he said that he 
had come to the conclusion that it would be undesirable to depart 
from the present system of allowing Customs and Sales Tax conces- 
sions only to schools, colleges, and universities. The letter was received. 
A copy of a letter from Mr. O'Reilly, to the Town Clerk, New Ply- 
mouth, on this subject was also received. On the motion of Mr. 
Bagnall it was resolved that a letter be sent to the Minister of Customs 
saying that the Association’s attention had been drawn to his letter, 
and that it had been hoped that a more favourable reply would have 
been received, and that the Association would have been notified 
direct of the Minister’s decision. 


“New Zealand Libraries”: Mr. McEldowney reported that when 
he had heard how seriously Mr. Wylie had been injured he had taken 
steps to see that some copy for the September issue was sent to the 
printers, and he suggested that the September and October issues be 
combined to enable publication dates to be brought back to normal. 
Mr. McEldowney was authorized to carry out editorial duties for as 
long as necessary, and in consultation with Mr. Bagnall to make 
whatever arrangements they thought best with regard to the com- 
bination of the September and October issues. 


Conference Remits: The following remits from the Wellington 
Branch were approved for inclusion on the order paper for conference: 


(1) That it be a recommendation to Council that means of 
approaching university students and drawing their attention to 
careers in library work should be more fully investigated. 


(2) That it be a recommendation to Council that it investigate 
the possibility of short refresher courses for librarians being 
held on particular library subjects. 
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DEATH DUTIES AND 
THE LIBRARY 


AN EXCHANGE OF NOTES 


BELOw are printed a letter from the NZLA to the Hon. Minister 
of Finance concerning the payment of death duties on gifts of 
literary material to public bodies, and the Minister's reply. 


1. LETTER FROM PRESIDENT, NZLA, To THE HON. MINISTER OF 
FINANCE. 


August 10, 1955 
Dear Sir, 


The New Zealand Library Association has in the past been con- 
cerned that bequests of collections of books to libraries have involved 
the dependants of the benefactor in hardship because of the burden 
of estate and succession duties. I am therefore particularly interested 
in the proposal, contained in your Budget statement, that the two 
duties should be amalgamated, and that the combined rate should 
be reduced. 

Estate duty has had in the past to be paid on bequests of literary 
material to public bodies, but these have been exempt from succession 
duty. 

At first sight this appears equitable, but there have been cases, 
such as that of the bequest of the Alexandre Dumas collection made 
to the Auckland Public Libraries by Mr. F. W. Reed of Whangarei, 
where the law has borne harshly on the intending testator. 


A good instance would be the case of a man who has spent most 
of his life building up a notable collection of books, worth, for 
example, three-quarters of the value of his small estate. His provision 
for his widow might have been, say, the other quarter of the estate. 


At the time he made his will such a testator would have had to 
be advised that the one-quarter destined to go to his widow would, 
unless the book collection were to be sold, have to bear the estate 
duty on the whole estate. After that it would go to the widow, when 
she had paid succession duty on the balance she received. 


Successive Ministers have been ready to consider ex gratia exemp- 
tions after death, and in proper cases such exemptions have been 
granted when applied for. Testators have, nevertheless, been left in an 
uncertain frame of mind until the time of their deaths, and it is 
possible that this may have affected the terms of their Wills. 
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No public body wants to take gifts at the expense of hardship to 
the giver’s dependants, nor is it in the public intreest that notable 
collections should be dispersed. Yet this could still happen because 
of testators’ fears that their dependants might not be well enough 
provided for from an estate reduced by payment (to the public) 
of duty on a legacy to the public. 

On behalf of my Association, I respectfully urge you to consider 
granting total exemption from death duties of gifts of this nature, and 
a deduction from the dutiable estate of the whole amount of such gifts. 


Yours faithfully, 
F. H. ROGERs, 
President. 


2. REPLY BY MINISTER TO PRESIDENT, NZLA. 


Dear Mr. Rogers, 


I have had the opportunity of looking into the matter of bequests 
of books to libraries which you raised in your letter of 10 August. 
Apart from the case of dependent widows and children it is not 
proposed to grant any concession or exemption in respect of estate 
duty. It is open to anyone to donate, during his lifetime, his library 
to the community, in which event no gift or death duty would be 





BOOK JACKETS 
OF 
THE HIGHEST QUALITY 


Made from the best British materials and by the finest 


British workmanship. 
For the past five years these transparent book jackets 
have. been supplied to New Zealand libraries. They 


have stood the test of time. 


New Zealand Book Service Ltd. 
P.O. Box 33, Paraparaumu. 
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payable; but if he retains his library until he dies, then it forms part 
of his estate, all of which is subject to estate duty. | am sure we would 
be faced with a flood of representations if we gave special treatment 
for books only. Many people would doubtless maintain that there 
would be even more justification for exempting other classes of assets 
in which they had a personal interest. I do not think we should make 
a departure from the general ruling that all assets, whatever their 
nature, owned by a person at the time of his death are taken into 
account in computing the amount of dutiable estate. 


There may, however, in a particular case, be good reason to see 
that a bequest does not result in hardship to certain beneficiaries, 
and it would also be important to see that a charitable bequest was 
not used to obtain an advantage for the other beneficiaries. 


In my view such cases are better dealt with on their merits, as 
they have been in the past, and appropriate relief given after a careful 
survey of the position. I am still of the opinion that this is preferable 
to trying to find a way through legislation. It seems self-evident that 
any Government would view such cases with sympathy and in the 
light of the circumstances in particular cases brought to notice. 


Yours faithfully, 
Jack T. WAaTTs, 


Minister of Finance. 


UNION LIST OF SERIALS 


IN the November-December 1954 issue of New Zealand Libraries it 
was reported that the first supplement to the Union List of Serials 
in New Zealand Libraries had just been published. This was incorrect; 
the second supplement had by then been issued, and a third was 
published in April 1955. All supplements are distributed on the basis 
set out then. 


EXAMINATION RESULTS 


Part I, Paper B. As a result of their written work throughout the 
course and the test in Cataloguing and Classification held on Sth 
October, the following students have passed: 


A. L. Andrews; J. M. Bell; N. O. Carter; M. I. Darling; P. Dick: 
D. A. Fletcher-Mathews; N. P. Martin, C. W. Mitchell, L. S. Pedley, 
S. E. Smith, P. J. Tomkies. 
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me ACETATE 
vn Plastic Transparent Book Covers 
Ae ove or NON TEAR 
PLASTIC BOOK COVERS (Transparent) 
veg can be supplied in all sizes to fit library books. 
St was 


Made from non-tear or acetate plastic and bound with 
its, as CLOTH, PLASTIC or crepe binding tapes to suit your 


~areful 





ferable requirements. 

it that 

_ the PRICE LIST 

Sizes per 100 Net Each 

74” to 82” x 18” £5 8 4 1/1 

2s 9” to 10” x 18” £6 5 0 1/3 
84” to 10” x 24” £7 1 8 1/5 
10%” to 12” x 24” £8 6 8 1/8 





5% discount will be allowed on all orders over £25 


Covers cut to size but without brown paper and tape are quoted 


aries it at the prices given below:— 

Serials Sizes Each 
orrect: ‘ 5 

~ Up to 82” x 18” 6d. 

e basis 82” to 9” x 18” 7d. 


wo it’ zs 10’ 8d. 


Other sizes quoted, and samples supplied, on request to— 


h 
—— C. H. RENNIE 
aan 114 PRINCES DRIVE, NELSON 
ICK, 
Pediey, 
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FICTION LIST 


MONTHLY SUPPLEMENT TO NZLA LIST 


AUTHOR GRADINGS 


A Standard 
AB Popular—fair standard 
[A] Promising 
B Popular 
POPULARITY 
is indicated by asterisks (maxi- 
mum three) after the _ title 
gradings. 


TITLE GRADINGS AND 
RECOMMENDATIONS 


A Highest level: wholly free 

Ab_ Second level: mainly free 

AB Third level: equally free and 
rental 

aB Fourth level: mainly rental 

ab Fifth level: no particular re- 


commendation. 
B Stock commercial 
wholly rental 
May cause offence. 


level: 


1. STANDARD TITLES BY ESTABLISHED AUTHORS 


Bissell, Richard. High water. Seck- 


Brophy, 


er & Warburg, 1955. 12s. 6d. 
ng . tells an excellent story, 
technically fascinating and rich 
with suspense, of tugboat men 
battling against the floods of 
spring. This is almost a very 
good novel.”.—TLS 23-9-55. 
AB**. 


John, 1899- AB. The 
nimble rabbit. Chatto & Windus, 
1955. 13s. 6d. “This is an 
amiable and high-spirited satire 
about a rich young American 
widow with a very valuable 
literary prize to bestow.”—TLS 
7-10-55. AB**. 


Chevalier, Gabriel. A. Cloche- 
merle-Babylon, tr. by Edward 
Hyams. Secker & Warburg, 


1955. 12s. 6d. “. . . Clochemerle 
is going on in much its usual 
way .. . This time, alas! the 
humour is laboured, and the 
story suffers from the lack of a 


central plot.”—TLS_ 7-10-55. 
AB*. 

Cost, March, pseud. 
Morrison, Margaret Mackie. 
AB. By the Angel, Islington. 
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Collins, 1955. 12s. 6d. “. . . a 
young lady with telepathic and 
healing powers . . . though not 
very convincing as a mystic, is 
an agreeable girl whose romantic 
saintliness will please many 
readers."°—TLS 7-10-55. AB**. 


Fraser, Ronald, 1888- AB. Flight 
of wild geese. Cape, 1955. 13s. 
6d. “Let us hope that China 
under the rule of the Sung was 
as enchanting as Sir Ronald 
Fraser depicts it in this witty 
and graceful story."—-TLS 23-9- 

AB*. 


Giono, Jean, 1895- A. The male- 
diction; tr. by Peter de Mendels- 
sohn. Museum press, 1955. 10s. 
6d. An excellent translation .. . 
“A tale told by an old hunch- 
back, the book concerns the 
terrible fatality which follows 
every generation of the family 
of Coste, owners of the Moulin 
de Pologne . . . This author has 
constantly shown in his writing 
his profound understanding of 
the psychology of small-town 
French provincial life."—TLS 
23-9-55. Ab*. 
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Hartley, Leslie Poles, 1895- A. A 
perfect woman. Hamilton, 1955. 
12s. 6d. “Mr. Hartley through- 
out subtly explores the eer- 
varying facets of his characters’ 
relationships with a psychologi- 
cal insight into human emotions 


Narayan, R. K., 


of Arthur The result is 
presumably a satire on some- 
thing, but the shot has scattered 
so widely that all targets remain 
unharmed.”—TLS 7-10-55. AB*. 


1906- A. Waiting 











>) that is profound without in any for the Mahatma. Methuen, 
way becoming . . . wearisomely 1955. 12s. 6d. “In this picar- 
=e clinical."—Michael Crampton in esque tale of a Tamil Lucky Jim 
se NSN 1-10-55. A**. who follows Ghandi, not from 
, ont conviction, but out of love for 
ile Mauriac, Francois, 1885- A. The a girl, the author gives a friend- 
ital lamb; tr. by Gerard Hopkins. ly salutation to the Raj while 
ir fe Eyre & Spottiswoode, 1955. 12s. amiably satirising . . . his own 
6d. “If a certain arbitrariness is countrymen.” Michael Cramp- 
I: felt at the book’s close the taut ton in NSN 1-10-55. Ab*. 
, and chill classical prose sweeps 
the story forward with an un- Sykes, Christopher Hugh, 1907- 
hurried relentlessness.”—Michael [AB]. Dates and Parties. Collins, 
Crampton in NSN 10-9-55. Ab. 1955. 10s. 6d. “The setting is 
the Britain of 1938—the period 
Mitchison, Naomi Margaret (Hal- stigmatized by Sir Robert 
S dane), 1897- A/AB. To the Boothley as the Age of Political 
Chapel perilous. Allen & Un- Pygmies . If Mr. Sykes was 
win, 1955. 12s. 6d. She “has only half as good a novelist as 
~ retold the fables of the Finding he is a biographer, this book 
and of the Grail and of the Passing might have been an_ incisive 
h not 
lic, is 
1antic — 
many 
AB*® ¥ 
Flight 
“Bs. for all your 
China « 
os Sheet Music and 
onald 
witty Gramophone 
23-9- 
s 
Recordings 
For the finest range of both 
— classical and popular sheet music 
10s. and gramophone records - some- 
er thing for EVERY taste-come to 
unch- Begg's, New Zealand's leading 
Aw music’ house for more than 90 
‘amily years. 
foulin 3 
“a [ THE MUSICAL & ELECTRICAL CENTRE | 
ng of CHARLES BEGG & CO. LTD.: Auckland, Wellington, Christchurch, Dunedin 
“tT Hamilton, Palmerston North, Nelson, Timaru, Oamaru and Invercargill 
10 MODERN BRANCHES THROUGHOUT NEW ZEALAND 
— J 
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Thomas, 


Harling, 


social satire. Unfortunately, he 
has few of the qualities neces- 
sary for a novelist."-—John Ray- 
mond in NSN 17-0-55. AB. 


1914-1953. A. 
Adventures in the skin trade. 
Putnam, 1955. 9s. 6d. “These 
sketches are the first chapters 
of a novel never completed . . . 
It is uneven in style, chameleon 
and jazzed, but is pure joy, a 


Dylan, 


Thurber fantasy of domestic 
life."-—-Michael Crampton in 
NSN _ 10-9-55. Ab*. 

Urquhart, Fred, 1912- A. The 


laundry girl and the Pole. Arco, 


5 


~- 


Green, Peter. Achilles his armour. 


Murray, 1955. 15s. “But there 
are many good things in this 
long book. As a history of the 
fifth century [B.C.] it is clear 
and accurate, and vivid flashes 
of description recall . . . that 
the author is a_poet.”—TLS 
7-10-55. Ab*. 


Humana, Charles, pseud. 


Jacobs, Joseph, 1919- [AB]. 
Living in the clouds. Longmans, 
1955. 12s. 6d. “This is very 
nearly a moving novel once the 
reader can accept the fact that, 
however despicably Alphonse 
behaves, his ideals are what 
really matter."—TLS 30-9-55. 
AB*. 


1955. 9s. 6d. Eleven stories. “It 
is difficult to find in his stories 
more than . . . modest ambition, 
but much sensibility and good 
craftsmanship is used in achiev. 
ing it.".—TLS 10-9-55. AB*. 


Zola, Emile, 1840-1902. A. Zest 
for life; tr. by Jean Stewart. 
Elek, 1955. 15s. “These charac. 
ters, beside the anaemic wraith- 
like creatures, mirrored at us 
today, had the roaring, tearing, 
hot-blooded vigour of forty- 
niners on the Yukon gold 
trails..—Michael Crampton in 
NSN 10-9-55. A*. 


SELECTED TITLES BY NEW AUTHORS 


Osaragi, Jiro, pseud. 

Nojiri, Kiyohiko. Homecoming; 
tr. by Brewster Horwitz. Secker 
& Warburg, 1955. 15s. “Its 
quality is superb. What we have 
is a sensitive impression that 
almost seems to be painted in 
colours instead of words. With 
restrained Japanese understate- 
ment, the author brings his 
hero back home at the end of 
the war. But there is no home.” 
NYTBR 16-1-55. Ab*. 

Pick, Robert. Escape of Socrates, 
Chatto & Windus, 15s. “Follows 
his authorities closely, and adds 
little to... Plato. . . . For those 
who know nothing of antiquity, 
this will be a most useful intro- 
duction.” TLS 9-9-55. AB*. 


3. OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS, INCLUDING BELOW 
STANDARD TITLES BY ESTABLISHED AUTHORS 


Robert. The enormous 
shadow. Chatto & Windus, 
1955. 12s. 6d. “ “The Enormous 


Shadow’ is first-rate entertain- 
ment, and a considerable im- 
provement on Mr. Harling’s 


two earlier novels, good though 
these were . . . The whole range 
of his social observation .. . is 
precise and convincing.”—John 
Raymond in NSN _ 8-10-55. 
AB***. 


Van Draten, John, 1901- AB. The 
vicarious years. Heinemann, 
1955. 12s. 6d. “The period [the 
Twenties] is skilfully evoked... 
In his easy, a trifle sentimental 
way, Mr. Van Druten traces [his 
hero’s] growth as the conven- 
tions of the old world conflict 
with the new.”—Richard Lister 
in NSN 24-9-55. AB*. 
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PLASTIC BOOK COVERS 
DURABLE - PROTECTIVE - ATTRACTIVE 
HYGIENIC - ECONOMICAL 


Worn, torn and shabby books and covers command little 
respect from the public. 

TRANSPARENT plastic book covers protect books and 
preserve their attractive jackets in perfect condition for the 
lifetime of a book. 

These durable and hygienic covers are available with 
either PLASTIC or CLOTH EDGING. 

Time and money formerly spent in slower processing of 
books, costly repairs and premature replacements, are now 
being saved through the use of plastic covers. 












For further particulars or orders write to: 


BOOK SPECIALTIES 
P.O. BOX 2246 
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AUTOMATIC DRAWER STOPS 
CARD LOCKING RODS 
BRASS FITTINGS THROUGHOUT 
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For further particulars write 


LOMAK FURNITURE CO. LTD. 


Phone 75-903 Christchurch Box 1021 
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your Library .. 
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LIBRARIANS ! OUR JOB IS TO 
SUPPLY THE BOGKS YOU 
WANT. WE HAVE THE 
PACiILITIES TO DO THAT JOB 
PROM?VTLY AND EFFICIENTLY. 


We carry ihe largest and most comprehensive 
book stocks in New /caland 


Our own London Buying Branch, keeps us in 
close touch with all publishing houses. 


We can procure all) Australian publications 
i 

through our Branches in Sydney, Melbourne 
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